Interview with
GEORGE COSTELLO
Witness at Wobbelin

August 12, 1987

Mr. Costello was 23 years old when he, along with the
American Army Bth Division, 13th Infantry, entered the camp
of Wobbelin. Nabbelin, a sub—camp of Meusngamme, was located
S miles north of Ludwigslust, 1B miles B55E of Schwerin, near
the town of Wittenburg. Today this tervitory is in East

Germany. The 1952 population was 3S02.

Fir. Costello is a witness to the libevationg he arvived in

the camp the day after liberation.

Mr. Costello describes the camp as a starvation camp. He
rememnbers sand and loam piles filled with bodies and railway
cars filled with corpsss.

In the town of Wﬁbbelin, there was a rvreligious group which

took responsibility for burial of the bodies.
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August 12, 1987
Name: George Costellao
23 at liberation

work tcday: security guard at college

Nat 1liberator
Shortly after— a witness

First heard about corncentration camps a few hoursubefore
Germarn scldiers were anxious to surrender

First reacticn to camp

Prisoners used clear thinking wot to kill the 58
Greyness about the camp ;#

Talks abcut German scldiers

Religiocus group did the burying

Reflections

Identification of priscners

Descriptior of camp

Description of men, prisoners

Not unusual to see bodies: treatment of the prisoners was
astonishivig to him.

Chaplain

Talk ta anyaone back inn the States

His.motivation to testify was thaose who said it never
happened

Cathalie, but rnot religiocus

Dignity of men destroyed
As a priscrner, he felt he would have beerr terribly weak.

Palitical views today—-liberal. He abhors warfare.

ke should teach children not to have hate in their hearts
What did the Mazis represent? NMacthing

Did the Holorcaust affect only Jews? No, though they were
the hardest hit. The Germans treated the Russians

terribly.

Did war change attitude about Jews? Noy, always had good
attitude.

Caould bappen agairn.





