
Interview with 

GEORGE COSTELLO 

Witness at Wºbbelin 

Aug ust 12, 1987 

Mr . Costello was 23 years old when he, along with the 

American Army 8th Division, 13th In f ant ry, e nter ed the camp 

Wºbbelin, a sub-camp of Neuengamme, was located 

5 miles north of Ludwigslust, 18 miles SSE of Schwe r in , near 

the town of Wittenburg. Today thi s territory is in East 

Germany. Th e 1952 population was 902. 

Mr . Costell o is a witness to the liberation; he arrived in 

the camp the day af t er li beration. 

Mr . Costello describes the camp as a starvation camp. He 

reme mbers sand a nd loam pil es filled with bodies and railway 

cars filled with corpses. 

In the town of Wºbbelin, ther e was a religious group which 

took responsibility f or burial of the b od ies. 

***** 
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August 12, 1987 

Name: George Costello 
23 at 1 i berat ion 
work today: security guard at college 

Not 1 i berat or 
Shortly after- a witness 

First heard about concentration camps a few hours before 

German soldiers were anxious to surrender 

First reaction to camp 

Prisoners used clear thinking not to kill the SS 

Greyness about the camp *
Talks about German soldiers 

Religious group did the burying 

Reflect ions 

Identification of prisoners 

Description of camp 

Description of men, prisoners 

Not unusual to see bodies: treatment of the prisoners was 
astonishing to him. 
Chaplain 
Talk to anyone back in the States 

His ... motivation to testify was those who said it never ... 
happened 

Catholic, but not religious 

Dignity of men destroyed 
As a prisoner, he felt he would have been terribly weak. 

Political views today-liberal. He abhors warfare. 

We should teach children not to have hate in their hearts 

What did the Nazis reoresent? Nothing . 

Did the Holocaust affect only Jews? No; though they were 
the hardest hit. The Germans treated the Russians 
terribly. 

Did war change attitude about Jews? No, always had good 
attitude. 

Could happen again. 




