Adiel Lopez, March 20, 2024

00:00:00	Andrew Darien

Today's date is March 20th, 2024. My name is Drew Darien. I'm a Professor of History at Salem State University. I'm conducting this interview as part of the Mass Humanity's -funded project "Through a Rainbow Lens: A Reflection on Lynn's LGBTQ+ History". I have the honor of being joined today by Adiel Lopez. a retail bank manager, Salem State graduate, a longtime resident of Lynn, and a patron of Fran's Place since he first entered the bar at the age of eighteen. Can I confirm that I have your permission to record our conversation?

                
00:00:41	Adiel Lopez

Absolutely.

                
00:00:43	Andrew Darien

Thanks so much, Adiel. You were originally born in El Salvador. You were raised by your grandparents, from the age of five until you came to the United States at age thirteen. I thought maybe we could start with you just telling me a bit about what your grandparents were like, and what the community was like where you grew up in El Salvador.

                
00:01:14	Adiel Lopez

I had a great childhood. I didn't really have my parents around me, but my grandparents took on that role and they they did an amazing job, both of them. I'm very thankful for them. They [are] no longer with us, but I remember them everyday.

                
00:01:41	Andrew Darien

What what part of El Salvador were you growing up in?

                
00:01:49	Adiel Lopez

From the countryside. I actually— we didn't have— growing up, we didn't have a running water, we didn't have electricity. It wasn't until I was about ten or twelve that that we got those utility services.

                
00:02:12	Andrew Darien

What did your grandparents do for a living?

                
00:02:19	Adiel Lopez

My grandfather.... he worked in agriculture, and my grandmother took care of the house and us.

                
00:02:32	Andrew Darien

And were you expected to help out with the family's agriculture?

                
00:02:42	Adiel Lopez

Yes. I did. I helped from when I was eight [years old] until I I left, when I was thirteen and came to the US.

                
00:02:56	Andrew Darien

What kind of tasks were you responsible for?

                
00:03:04	Adiel Lopez

Helping fertilize the crops, water them. Pull out the weeds and things like that.

                
00:03:17	Andrew Darien

Did you remember enjoying those? Or did it feel like a labor that you did not particularly wanna partake in?

                
00:03:29	Adiel Lopez

It was a very physical labor, and I didn't really enjoy it. I always envisioned my future being more than that, and that's why I always focus[ed] on education and I try to do my best, and be a great student. I'm actually the first one in my family to to go to college, to have a college degree, and I'm very proud of that.

                
00:04:05	Andrew Darien

And we at Salem State are very proud that that is a tradition that's carried on by many students— to be first generation [sudents] in their family. Were your siblings also expected to work as well?

                
00:04:24	Adiel Lopez

Yes. So, I have a a sister and a brother. My sister used to help with the house, yeah. My brother and I used to help with the agricultural stuff.

                
00:04:44	Andrew Darien

And what was the—

                
00:04:44	Adiel Lopez

That was [the] gender roles.

                
00:04:47	Andrew Darien

Sure! What was it like being the oldest sibling? Did you feel as if you had more responsibility to be a role model for the other two?

                
00:05:02	Adiel Lopez

Absolutely. It's not easy being the oldest sibling— it's a lot of pressure.

                
00:05:12	Andrew Darien

Was your family very religious?

                
00:05:17	Adiel Lopez

Yes. I grew up going to church. I actually did go to church until I was fifteen, sixteen [that was around the age] when I stopped.

                
00:05:30	Andrew Darien

How do you think your grandparents would have described you as a child?

                
00:05:42	Adiel Lopez

Outgoing, the life of the the party. Very neat, organized and...yeah.

                
00:06:00	Andrew Darien

It seems like some of those qualities come natural to you. But I wonder if you think that you had any pressure, as the oldest sibling, to be the most responsible and upbeat, and ideal grandchild that they could have/

                
00:06:22	Adiel Lopez

Absolutely. And also being gay, I think is an additional pressure to be a good person in society, and a good sibling / role model. I think, that's part of it— the reason why I am the way. I'm very goal oriented.

                
00:06:55	Andrew Darien

What's the earliest age that you remember thinking about your sexuality?

                
00:07:05	Adiel Lopez

So, growing up, I used to love play 'dress up'. I used to wear high heels— my aunts [and] my sister's shoes. [I would] wrap a towel around my head [and] pretend that it was long hair, use my coloring pencils to [use] as eye shadow, and things of that nature. It wasn't until I got older that I tried to to suppress my sexuality, to the point that I feel like my parents were like, "Well, that was just a state. [Just] a phase that he was going through." It was[n't] until I turned fifteen that I came out to my mother, and it was a very emotional moment. We hugged, we cried. She suspected it. But, it was still shocking to accept that she had a 'rainbow child' in the family. But she's been very accepting and open minded. And, in a way, I think it's been educating for her to know—what it is [like] to have a gay son. She was there when I got married. We got to have our mother- son dance, which was a very, very special moment.

                
00:08:50	Andrew Darien

So I definitely wanna hear more about your coming out story, and the evolution of your relationship with your mother. But, let's maybe just step back a little bit [first]. You mentioned that at a certain age, you started to hide some of your expression of either your gender or sexual identity. Roughly about what age did you start doing that?

                
00:09:22	Adiel Lopez

Probably nine, ten. Or [it] might [have] even maybe sooner than [that], yeah.

                
00:09:33	Andrew Darien

Was there a reaction or feedback from other people in your family or community, or school [that] you think that informed that sense of shame or hiding?

                
00:09:47	Adiel Lopez

Yes. So, growing up, I— again, I used to go to church every weekend and, you know, hearing adults talk negatively about being gay, and seeing adults giving you looks, or whispering things because of the way you were acting, that made me realize,"Okay. Well, being the way I am is not accepted, so I'm gonna try to hide it," and that's what I I tried to do. But, I set myself a goal [that] when I turned fifteen, I was gonna come out. I actually did it on my birthday. I came out to my mother and that's the only person that I ever came out to. After that, once I told her, I just became my authentic self.

                
00:10:58	Andrew Darien

Tell me about that journey, you were separated from your mother for eight years. When and why did she come to the United States? And how did you and your siblings come to be reconnected with her?

                
00:11:18	Adiel Lopez

She decided to come to the US to give us a better future. Raising— My father was there, but he wasn't any financial support. Raising three kids on your own is not an easy task, so she decided to come to the US for better opportunities and to build a better future for us. But since it was just her...and she was working two jobs at times to be able to to send us money and make sure that we had everything that we needed. She couldn't really have us with her, so my grandparents took over the task. It wasn't until I was older that I was able to to help her in the house, and that that's when she decided to to bring us. That's when we reunited

                
00:12:32	Andrew Darien

Do you remember the day she left from El Salvador?

                
00:12:42	Adiel Lopez

Very....it's very blurry memory. No. Not really.

                
00:12:51	Andrew Darien

You must have a much stronger memory of coming to the United States. What were your fears and hopes and expectations?

                
00:13:05	Adiel Lopez

In the back of my mind, my biggest goal was to be my true, authentic self and that's all I could think of. I was super excited about that, and before I turned fifteen, I tried to come out a couple of times. But the worst....they just, they just I— I got a cold feet. But that's when I decided to set myself a personal goal. I was like, "I'm gonna do it on my fifteenth birthday." You know, [how] most [countries] in Latin America girls have their quinceanera for their birthday? I'm like, "I'm gonna have my 'coming out' on my birthday, on my fifteenth birthday."

                
00:14:05	Andrew Darien

And did you go directly to Lynn?

                
00:14:09	Adiel Lopez

I lived in Chelsea for about ten years before I moved to Lynn. That was back in 2014. Yep, [indeterminable].

                
00:14:23	Andrew Darien

Was the United States what you expected it to be?

                
00:14:33	Adiel Lopez

Yes, it was. I've had many opportunities here. I was able to go to school and finish high school, then start working. [I] actually start[ed] working at a local bank right away right after high school, and through their employee education assistance, I was able to go back to school and get my bachelor's degree while I was working full time.

                
00:15:15	Andrew Darien

Did you have any romantic relationships in high school?

                
00:15:23	Adiel Lopez

I had a couple of boyfriends, nothing serious.

                
00:15:29	Andrew Darien

Did you feel like, in Chelsea, it was easier as you put it to be your authentic self than it was back home?

                
00:15:40	Adiel Lopez

It was a little easier. In high school, I was still being picked on and teased for being gay. But, it was a little bit better. Yeah.

                
00:16:03	Andrew Darien

The AIDS epidemic was sort-of unfolding during your very early childhood. What, if anything, do you remember hearing about it?

                
00:16:20	Adiel Lopez

You know, being from the countryside, there's not a lot of education, especially back in those days. So, I was under the impression that being gay was a death sentence. Being gay meant that you will end up with AIDS and eventually [you would] just die from it. I grew up with that idea and that mentality, I was a teenager and I was afraid to kiss another boy because I'm like, "What if they have aids?" Because that's the mentality I grew up [with, because of] the culture back in the, during that time. Yeah.

                
00:17:13	Andrew Darien

Did you have friends who were affected by the AIDS virus?

                
00:17:20	Adiel Lopez

No, I didn't. I didn't know anybody.

                
00:17:25	Andrew Darien

You were.... must have been maybe in high school during the attacks of 9/11. Do you remember that moment?

                
00:17:38	Adiel Lopez

Yes. I was in my history class, actually. One of the students had a doctor's appointment, so she came in late to class. She saw it on the news when she was getting ready for school and she came in and told us, and that's when we turned on the TVs in classroom and found out what was going on. [There was a] lot of confusion, a lot of panic. Yeah, I've remembered that very clearly.

                
00:18:23	Andrew Darien

At that point, would you say that you thought of yourself as an American?

                
00:18:36	Adiel Lopez

Not really. I was still— I felt like an outsider.

                
00:18:46	Andrew Darien

What effect, if any, do you think that moment had on you?

                
00:18:57	Adiel Lopez

Well, in a way, it showed me and the rest of the world [that] our country, you know, we can be very vulnerable [at] times. But, despite that, it brought— in a sense, it brought people together. Even in our classroom, [at] that moment, we were comforting each other and trying to find strength, and stay optimistic that we were safe. And it was a bit..... Yeah, we didn't know it was happening.

                
00:19:40	Andrew Darien

And you would have been sixteen at the time?

                
00:19:42	Adiel Lopez

Right.

                
00:19:46	Andrew Darien

So, it's not too long after that [when] you started going to Fran's for the first time. Had you heard about Fran's before you went there? Did it take a while for you to build up the courage to go? Or did you simply go as soon as you turned eighteen?

                
00:20:09	Adiel Lopez

I had heard about it. But, as a minor, I wasn't allowed to be there. I was looking forward to the time I turned eighteen [so I could] go in, and it was a great experience. I used to look forward to Latino Sunday Night. It was great to have a sense of community, a place where [you] could be yourself. Those were great times.

                
00:20:49	Andrew Darien

And did you start going when you were living in Chelsea?

                
00:20:55	Adiel Lopez

Yes. Actually after I got my license, I took a ride to- to- to Lynn during the day just to to see if I could to Fran's place on my own. Yeah, so I used to drive from Chelsea.

                
00:21:18	Andrew Darien

Was that the first gay bar you went to?

                
00:21:21	Adiel Lopez

Yes.

                
00:21:23	Andrew Darien

Were you nervous?

                
00:21:27	Adiel Lopez

A little bit nervous. [It was]a little bit intimidating at first. But then, you realize that it's- it's- it was a welcoming place where you could be yourself, and the good music, it was a plus. Yeah. Great, great times.

                
00:21:53	Andrew Darien

And, clearly, there was a different demographic there, Latino Nights. But in general, how would you describe the ethnic, racial, and even class makeup, of people who went to Fran's?

                
00:22:17	Adiel Lopez

Yeah. Mostly Latinos from all parts of Latin America. A lot of my Dominican friends, Puerto Ricans. It was some a good mix from what I remember.

                
00:22:39	Andrew Darien

Was the time— you were there on and off from 2003 to its closing in 2016?

                
00:22:50	Adiel Lopez

Right. Yeah.

                
00:22:55	Andrew Darien

what about the ratio of men-to-women in the bar? Was it fairly equal? Did it change over time?

                
00:23:06	Adiel Lopez

From what I remember it was mostly men.

                
00:23:14	Andrew Darien

And did you attend any other gay bars, like Joseph's or 47 Central?

                
00:23:22	Adiel Lopez

I did not, no.

                
00:23:24	Andrew Darien

So Fran's was really your place?

                
00:23:27	Adiel Lopez

Right.

                
00:23:29	Andrew Darien

What about other gay bars in Boston or elsewhere?

                
00:23:37	Adiel Lopez

I used to go to Latino Night on Wednesdays in Boston...[at] Machine on Fridays, in Cambridge.

                
00:24:01	Andrew Darien

Ultimately, you decided that you wanted to make your home in Lynn. Tell me, what attracted you to the community.

                
00:24:14	Adiel Lopez

I've had a great connection with the Lynn community from early on, many, many years ago. I went to North Shore Community College for my first two years of school. Also, my— when, Robs— my husband's parents, my husband's family had been in Lynn for many years, many decades now. So when we started dating, back in 2012, I used to come and visit them often after, once I was introduced to the family.

                
00:25:05	Andrew Darien

What do you like about Lynn?

                
00:25:09	Adiel Lopez

I love the diversity that we have. I love all the good restaurants that we have to offer. All the natural resources: we have the beach, the Lynn Woods—so we have it all, honestly.

                
00:25:31	Andrew Darien

Yeah. It's not just diverse in terms of its population, but also it's demography: it's urban, it's rural, it's beach, and has a little bit of everything. We were talking earlier about you coming to Salem State University and graduating more recently, in 2022. You majored in business, which makes some sense after your years working in banking. Unfortunately some of your time at Salem State was during the pandemic, I imagine that you were probably a commuter student at that time and never lived on campus?

                
00:26:21	Adiel Lopez

That's correct.

                
00:26:23	Andrew Darien

So, it's also probably correct to say that you didn't get very involved in activities or political activism on campus?

                
00:26:37	Adiel Lopez

Right. Working full time, it was hard for me to do the the additional— the extra curriculum in school. So, unfortunately, I didn't, couldn't, take advantage of those opportunities.

                
00:26:59	Andrew Darien

You may know that Salem State is very fast approaching "Hispanic Serving" institution status. I'm wondering if you felt that there was much of a Latino community when you were there? Or was that a little too difficult to gauge, or be aware of—both taking classes online and being a commuter student?

                
00:27:34	Adiel Lopez

I mean, I did have a lot of Latino classmates. I used to take evening classes, so a lot of, like, older adults. I had a lot of Latino friends in in my classrooms.

                
00:28:00	Andrew Darien

Were all your classes in the evening program?

                
00:28:05	Adiel Lopez

Correct. Yeah.

                
00:28:07	Andrew Darien

'Cause you were working during the day. How did you and Robert meet one another in two thousand and twelve.

                
00:28:19	Adiel Lopez

We actually met way before we started dating. We— he used to work for the bank, also. We actually had a orientation together as new employees. But, we were working at different locations, and it wasn't until 2012 [when] we got invited to house party and that's when we exchanged numbers, yeah. We've been together ever since.

                
00:28:59	Andrew Darien

I'm guessing you were probably around eighteen, or nineteen, when same sex marriage was legalized in Massachusetts. Do you remember when that was passed?

                
00:29:15	Adiel Lopez

Yes, I do remember.

                
00:29:18	Andrew Darien

Do you remember what you were thinking or feeling at the time?

                
00:29:26	Adiel Lopez

It was special to be able to— to have that right. To get married as a- as a same sex couple. Growing up, that wasn't an option. So, being... realizing that that was a reality, and that we had equal rights, at least here in Massachusetts at the time, it was very, very special.

                
00:30:01	Andrew Darien

At that point, did you start thinking that you might wanna get married someday? Or is that something that really only evolved out of your relationship with Robert?

                
00:30:16	Adiel Lopez

It evolved out of our relationship. We- we knew we were serious about about our relationship. We didn't give it much thought about getting married. It wasn't until 2017 when we decided, "Okay. What's the next step?" "Okay, let's get married."

                
00:30:44	Andrew Darien

How did your family react to the news of your engagement?

                
00:30:51	Adiel Lopez

They were excited, surprised. They just ask[ed] if that was really what we wanted to do, which we replied, "Yes, that's what we wanna do. We've been—", at that time we had been together for four, or five years, so..

                
00:31:14	Andrew Darien

Where was the wedding?

                
00:31:15	Adiel Lopez

It was at Foxboro in a beautiful venue. We had over a hundred guests there with us.

                
00:31:31	Andrew Darien

Did you take a honeymoon?

                
00:31:35	Adiel Lopez

We had to postpone that because we were in the process of purchasing our first home. It wasn;t until a year later that we got to go on our honeymoon, and we decided to go to Aruba.

                
00:31:56	Andrew Darien

Sometimes, postponing can be a good thing. There's so much emotion and planning that goes into the wedding itself, you almost can't really appreciate the honeymoon. In a certain way, it's sometimes nice to have something took forward to. At what point did you and Robert start talking about wanting to have a child?

                
00:32:27	Adiel Lopez

It was early on into our relationship that we we thought of our future as parents. We just didn't know the steps to get there. But, we knew adoption was a good option for us. We wanted to give a child an opportunity for a better future. In 2022— yeah, just a few years ago we started the process —and about eight months later, we got a match. Gabriel is our son, and he's been with with us since day one.

                
00:33:19	Andrew Darien

Mhmm.

                
00:33:20	Adiel Lopez

He's the biggest blessing.

                
00:33:24	Andrew Darien

What's the division of labor like in terms of your caretaking?

                
00:33:33	Adiel Lopez

We try to equally contribute to take care of Gabriel and raising him. We try to be on the same page with everything and we're just enjoying being parents.

                
00:34:06	Andrew Darien

What— what have you learned about yourself as a parent?

                
00:34:12	Adiel Lopez

That I need to work on my patience.

                
00:34:18	Andrew Darien

Well, certainly having a fifteen year old will try your patience. And I'm sorry to have to break this news to you, but you may have heard of the "Terrible Twos", that two year olds are really difficult. Unfortunately, it's really two-and-a-half to three-and-a-half years old that they're the most difficult, so your patience may be tried even more within the next couple of years, but then it gets a lot easier.

                
00:34:50	Adiel Lopez

Something to look forward to! I['ve] seen it with y nephews. I have two nephews, and they're amazing, but it's different when it's your own child.

                
00:35:10	Andrew Darien

In the form that you filled out for this interview, you identify "family, friendships, and community" as the most important aspects of LGBTQ+ history. I'm wondering, how you define family at this moment that you're raising a young child? And what kind of support you feel like you're getting from the community?

                
00:35:49	Adiel Lopez

Family comes in every form, every shape. For us, being parent[s] was the definition of having a full family and that's why we enjoy, in this moment, of this— this- this time in our life, of being parents. We have received great support from- from our family and the entire community. It's been great.

                
00:36:33	Andrew Darien

The last few years have been challenging ones. It feels as if there was a great deal of progress made on behalf of LGBTQ+ rights for, maybe, [a] twenty year period. The last five to ten years there's been a bit of a backlash, and I'm interested in knowing why you think that's happening? And whether or not you are optimistic about the future?

                
00:37:16	Adiel Lopez

I feel that a lot of it has to do with politics, which it shouldn't. We're talking about humans here. You know, I'm concerned for the safety of our community. But at the same time, I am optimistic that things will get better, and hopefully, I'm right.

                
00:37:53	Andrew Darien

So, my last question for you is: You have accumulated two decades of life experience and wisdom, since you first stepped into Fran's Place as an eighteen year old in 2003, if you could meet with eighteen year old Adiel and give him advice about his future, what would you say?

                
00:38:29	Adiel Lopez

I w[ould] say to keep dreaming big and keep pursuing your goals and, life will be good.

                
00:38:45	Andrew Darien

Well, it certainly seems like that's been the case so far. I wanna thank you for sharing your story, and for being part of this project.

                
00:38:57	Adiel Lopez

Thank you for allowing me to, to share my story. It's been a pleasure.

                
