








































































































































































































4\) 

his fi nanciiil distress, for he had }ost his place in the Custom 
H ouse. The death of hi s mother in 18-IU added to his so1To11-s. 
Herc it was that J ames T . Fields the well-known Boston puh· 
li sher, ca1lec1 to see him, to beg of him something for publicii­
tion. The writer insisted that he lrnd nothing worthy of pub-

STATUE OF NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE 

l icat ion, and l\lr. :Fi eld, hat in hand, was about to take his 
depai:ture, when Hawthorne took from a drawer in his desk 
the manuscript of the romance, ''The Scarlet Letter ," which 
he sa id he hoped some day to whip into shape. Fields begged 
him to let him take it, and finally the author reluctantly con-



50 SAI.L \I TEHCENTENAnY 

sentecl, and the pnblisher took it away with him. After care­
ful r ead ing, the book was immediately pnblishecl, and mot with 
a success that established the writer 's world-wide r cputatim1. 
The house on Mall Street is little changed and is of much 
interest to literary people. These arc all of the honses coE­
nected with Hawthorne's residence in Salem, except the Pick­
ering house, 18 Broad Street, where he lived a shor t time in 
1846, and his mother's house on D earborn Street. 

At the E ssex Institute there are many things reminiscent 
of H awthorne,- first ecli tions, broadsides, and other literary 
treasures, pictures of the romancer and places connected with 
hi s life and labor. In the rear of the P eabody J\,[nseum, on 
Charter Street, is the Grimshaw honse, scene of the story o:f 
" Dr. Grimshaw's Seeret." H e1'e lived Sophia P eabody, the 
lady whom H awthome conrted and married. It is located next 
an ancient cemetery . which gavA the romancer material for 
hi s stories. H ere Governor Bradstreet , a Colonial govemor, 
lies buried, and there are other interesting graves, including 
that of Richard :1Iore, who came over in the ll1ciyfiower. 

From the Grimshaw house, the visitor will naturally proceed 
through Front Street to \Vashington Street. At Market Square 
will be seen the Old Town Honse~ where there have been many 
interesting occurrences. lt stands upon the site of the farnon:i 
Derby mansion of the early nineteenth centmy period, which 
was then one of the most elaborate and costly cl \\'ellings in 
America. At the encl of Front Street is the Fiske mansion, 
where George \Vashington was entertained when he visited 
Salem in 1789. 

Town House Sauare, ncarhy, is of especial interest to Haw­
thorne lover s of " The Rills from the Town Pump." F or here 
it was that the old Town Pump was located, and a r01rnd 
granite stone in the middle of \Vashington Street is snpposed 
to mark its location, but it is not the exact spot, because tho 
building of the railroad tunnel, in 1847, wiped out the well. 

In the closing clays of 1925 a memorial was erected on 
Hawthorne Boulevard , near the Hawthorne H otel, that will 
perpetuate the memory of the great romancer . 
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