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Born November, 1929. Childhood.

Two and a half years old, parents divorced. Dad sent me
to Czech Mopavia town. Lived with paternal
grandparents. Governess Teta went with me. Until
March, 1939, Hitler’s occupation of Czechoslovakia Dad
stayed in Vienna, worked in a banking house (2 1/2
hours away from Czechoslovakia

Life in Czechoslovakian town with grandparents.
Describe Jewish life/community. No memories of Jewish
holidays. Clear memory of Christmas and Easter and
national holidays. Little to do with religion or church.
Photo of self in 1942 with menorah in background.

In Czechoslovakia, comfortable for normal Jewish life, no
memories of anti-semitism or prejudice. Went to public
schools. Wonderful, happy childhood. Grandmother,
father, Uncle Otto (surrogate father: Auschwitz
survivor), proud connection with my history.

I wrote article when 13 years old. Eva Mitner story (my
friend who was at Terezin). Grandmother died in 1938
(December) of pneumonia at home. Dad crossed border
(from Vienna) early 1938 (March or April). Left for U.S.
on August 4, 1939 without me. Father had visa for me,
but my grandparents disagreed and would not allow me
to go to U.S. with my father. Grandparents thought war
would stop.

Father in U.S. in New York in theater business.

March 15, 1939, day “ax fell”. Remembers totally
different atmosphere. Silence. Could see German flag
and swastika, knew Czechoslovakian flag replaced.
Remembers images, Nazis in apartment looking for
valuables
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HELEN WOLFE DUNN (continued)

Hid things in thick quilt, sent to father, could still ship
things to my dad. I remember being terrified.
Immigration allowed by dad to get me a visa, problem to
get out.

Changes: friends “moving”, Germans taking a family,
presence of military/Gestapo, saw blood stains of
someone who didn’t want to live under occupation.
Blood shed normal. Not large numbers of Jews as
compared to Poland.

Impact of Nazi occupation. Traveling through Germany
to Prague with exit permit. Teta only one with German
passport, able to take me through Germany. Prague
troop training, remembers pretending to be asleep.
Stories of ship travel as a nine-year old, “perfectly nice
trip, oddity on the boat.”

Autograph book with photos. Hias/remembers trying to
find Teta.

Trip back to Czechoslovakia. Talks about Uncle Otto,
Auschwitz survivor. Mother safe during war in Vienna.

Close-ups of photos, documents and letters.



