WELCOME

Turn on any screen- a television or a phone, and it won’t be long before you see
someone dancing.

In an era when many of us don’t need to leave our homes to access an abundance of
entertainment, we still understand that there is nothing quite like live performance! In
gathering together to participate in and witness live dance performance, we experience
the power of creativity as a force for reflection and connection, for grounding and
growth. Dance serves not only as a medium for entertainment, but also as a space for
openness, dialogue, and emotional truth. Our world needs us to experience these
things.

Dance has been a part of the Salem State University campus for decades, solidifying
with the formation of the Center for the Creative and Performing Arts (CCPA) in 1983.
Since this time, the dance program has developed into a specialized area of academic
study with a dance major, minor, and dance education certificate that is both regionally
and nationally recognized for excellence. This year marks the 10th anniversary of the
dance major and the music and dance department.

This performance serves as a culmination of the rich artistic exploration that has taken
place in the dance program throughout the semester. From immersive workshops in
West African and contemporary dance forms to a semester-long choreographic
residency with popping legend Megatron, students have had the opportunity to learn
from a breadth of traditions, philosophies, and stylistic approaches. These experiences
have not only expanded their technical and creative vocabularies but have also shaped
the choreographic voices you'll see expressed on stage.

We look forward to welcoming you back to the Sophia Gordon theater January 31 for a
not-to-be-missed split-bill performance featuring new work and repertory by powerhouse
choreographers Joanne (Jojo) Caidor (Visiting Lecturer in Dance, Salem State
University) and Barbie Diewald (Associate Professor in Dance, Mt. Holyoke College).

We thank you for joining us and welcome you to share your thoughts and experiences
with us afterwards! If you enjoy the concert, consider a monetary donation to the CCPA
dance program. Your support has a direct and meaningful impact: it provides our
students with invaluable opportunities, from training with renowned guest artists to
professional-level performance experiences. More information can be found at:
www.salemstate.edu/campus-life/arts/support-arts.

Thank you for experiencing and supporting the arts!

Betsy Miller, Dance Liaison to the Center for Creative and Performing Arts
Meghan McLyman, Dance Program Coordinator

Technical Crew
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Lighting Designer: Matthew Breton

Production Supervisor: Nate Weaver

Assistant Stage Managers: Aiden Jones and Jack Newton
Stage Hands: Frankie Amster, Eliza Crook, Alivia Gendron
Sound: Mackenzie Trainor and Nate Weaver

Dance Program Faculty

Meghan McLyman, Professor of Dance, Dance Program Coordinator

Betsy Miller, Associate Professor of Dance, CCPA Dance Liaison

Jarell Howard Rochelle, Assistant Professor of Dance

Joanne Caidor, Visiting Lecturer in Dance, Director of Hip Hop Dance Ensemble
Michelle Deane, Visiting Lecturer in Dance

We offer our prodigious thanks to the collaborative energies of Karen Gahagan, Nate
Weaver, Ashley Preston O’Toole, and Stu Greive, without which this production would
not be possible.

I'Histoire du Village

Choreography: Joanne(Jojo) Caidor

Performance: Frankie Amster, Aurora Billante, Lilliana Bruun, Maddie Cefalo, Nataly
Daly, Alivia Gendron, Heaven Hastings, Maya Luna, Sela Morris, Lili Rataj, Bella
Rocha, Nevaeh Scott, Mackenzie Trainor

Music: “Way Down We Go,” Kaleo and percussion sounds by Jeff Pierre and
Jamemurrell Stanley; edited by Joanne (Jojo) Caidor

-Welcome from Dance Faculty-

Preciosa

Choreography: Mackenzie Trainor

Performance: Mackenzie Trainor, Maya Luna, Julie Maguire, Bella Rocha, Eliza Crook,
Maddie Cefalo, Alivia Gendron, Aiden Jones

Music: “CAFé CON RON,” Bad Bunny y Los Pleneros de la Cresta; edited by
Mackenzie Trainor

Have You Forgotten?

Choreography, Performance and Text: Nevaeh Scott

Music: “Very Good,” Nevaeh Scott, “Run Boy Run Instrumental,” Woodkid, “This is the
Kingdom,” Elevation Worship

Mind Mapping

Choreography: Eliza Crook

Performance: Maddie Cefalo, Molly Porter-Crean, Eliza Crook, Alivia Gendron, Alysa
Morris, Hailey Nuzzo, Mackenzie Trainor

Music: “252,” Gem Club

smoke break in reno



Choreography: Aiden Jones, with contributions from the cast

Performance: Francis Amster, Maya Luna, Julie Maguire, Molly Porter-Crean, Bella
Rocha, Kayleigh Sheehan, Aiden Jones

Music: “The Ballad of Boot Hill,” Johnny Cash, “Cowboy Standoff Music Sound Effect,”
YTSFX; edited by Aiden Jones

=10 Minute Intermission-

FEELIN’ IT

Choreography: Alfonzo ‘Megatron’ Hunt, assisted by Chad Shabazz

Rehearsal Assistant: Frankie Amster

Performance: Frankie Amster, Lilliana Bruun, Maddie Cefalo, Hailey Nuzzo, Nevaeh
Scott

Music: “I Know You Feel It,” Switch Villa

Al menos tengo la Luna como compahia
Choreography and Performance: Maya Luna
Music: “Ruin,” Adam Hurst

The Weight We Share

Choreography: Alivia Gendron

Performance: Francis Amster, Molly Porter Crean, Eliza Crook, Karen Velasco Duffy,
Alivia Gendron, Heaven Hastings, Hailey Nuzzo, Quinn Plunkett, Lili Rataj, Kayleigh
Sheehan

Music: “Under Pressure,” David Bowie and Queen

Dear Isabella,

Choreography and Performance: Bella Rocha

Music: “Chiquitita - Abba (Acapella With Lyric) 1979,” Play da Segunda, edited by
Joshua Rocha; “Chiquitita,” ABBA

Riders

Choreography: Joanne(Jojo) Caidor

Performance: Frankie Amster, Aurora Billante, Lilliana Bruun, Sydney Collazo, Maddie
Cefalo, Lucas Domegan, Michaiah Fernandes, Alivia Gendron, VedaRuth HarveyAhmai,
Jelli Jones, Sunny Liu, Julie Maguire, Molly Porter-Crean, Lili Rataj, Nevaeh Scott,
Kayleigh Sheehan, Mackenzie Trainor

Music: “Gangsta's Paradise,” Coolio; “Father Stretch My Hands,” Kanye West; “What Up
Gangsta,” 50 Cent; “Drop,” Timberland; “Jump Around,” House of Pain; “Raise Up,” Petey
Pablo; editing by Joanne (Jojo) Caidor

STUDENT CHOREOGRAPHER BIOGRAPHIES




Eliza Crook is from Colchester, CT. She is graduating from Salem State University this month
with a degree in dance, a minor in education, and will receive a certificate in dance education.
Eliza has choreographed pieces for both SSU’s Repertory Dance Theatre and Salem Dance
Ensemble. She is a two-time recipient of the Presidential Arts Scholarship.

Alivia Gendron is from Baldwinville MA. She is a sophomore double majoring in nursing and
dance with a concentration in modern/ contemporary, and a minor in biology. Alivia trained at
The Dance Center in Winchendon, MA for 16 years and was also part of the competition team.
She has also been part of a pre-professional dance company called Company 39 for the past
three years. Alivia has had work presented in Repertory Dance Theatre (2025), and has
participated in many works at Salem State through Repertory Dance Theatre, Hip Hop Dance
Ensemble, Salem Dance Ensemble, and guest residencies. She is also a recipient of the
Presidential Arts Scholarship.

Aiden Jones (they/them) takes silliness very seriously! Currently a graduate student pursuing
their M.Ed, Aiden holds a dual bachelors degree in Elementary Education and Dance from
Salem State University. Their work has been presented with the Salem Dance Ensemble in
annual concerts (2022, 2023, 2024) and Dances in the Raw (2023), as well as in the American
College Dance Association’s New England Conference (2025) and North East Conference
(2023). Aiden is a proud recipient of the Summer Artistic Development Grant (2024) and
Presidential Arts Scholarship (2024, 2025).

Maya Luna is a sophomore pursuing a BS in business administration with a concentration in
human resources, and a BA in dance with a concentration in modern/contemporary. Born in
Worcester, MA, Maya has been dancing for 15 years. She is a part of both Salem Dance
Ensemble and Repertory Dance Theatre. Her work has previously been performed in Dances in
the Raw, the Salem Dance Ensemble Spring 2025 concert, and the Repertory Dance Theatre
Fall 2025 showcase.

Bella Rocha is from Dracut, MA and is a junior Criminal Justice major with a concentration in
criminal investigation along with a minor in dance. She grew up dancing at 5-6-7-8 Dance
Studio in Dracut, MA, participating in both recreational and competition dances. She has had
the opportunity to choreograph for their Mini Dance Team as well as a mini solo artist. At SSU,
Bella is a choreographer for the Repertory Dance Theatre and has performed in multiple
student-choreographed pieces as well as guest artist residencies for the Salem Dance
Ensemble concerts. Earlier this year, she had the opportunity to attend and perform in the
American College Dance Association New England Conference. She is also a recipient of the
Presidential Arts Scholarship.

Nevaeh Scott is a junior from Boston, MA. She began dancing at the Roxbury Center for the
Performing Arts in Boston at the age of three, and Stajez Cultural Arts Center in Randolph, MA.
She is working on her BA in dance, and aspires to a career in Dance Movement Therapy. Her
choreography has been presented twice in Salem Dance Ensemble’s Dances in the Raw. She
helps choreograph for the dance ministry at Morning Star Baptist Church and is a member of
SSU’s Hip Hop Dance Ensemble.

Mackenzie Trainor was born and raised in Methuen, MA and will graduate this fall with a BA in

Dance with a modern/contemporary concentration and a psychology minor. She has performed

her choreography in Dances in the Raw and Salem Dance Ensemble concerts, and participated
in residencies with guest artists Laila J. Franklin, Matthew Cumbie, and DeAnna Pellecchia. She
attended and performed in the American College Dance Association regional conferences in



Rochester, NY (2024) and Providence, Rhode Island (2025), where she presented her work in
an adjudicated concert. She is a recipient of the Presidential Arts Scholarship, the Meagan Noel
Scholarship for Dance and a Center for Creative and Performing Arts Creativity Award. Kenzie
also teaches dance outside of Salem State, including ballet at Melrose Dance Academy.

FACULTY AND GUEST ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

Matthew Breton (lighting designer) is delighted to be working with the Salem State dance
faculty and students. Mr. Breton has designed lighting for dance performances for nearly two
decades, including concerts at the Dance Complex and Green Street Studios. In addition to his
work as lighting supervisor for numerous Boston theaters, Mr. Breton has designed
performances for Jean Appolon Expressions (Summer 2024 at The Yard), Janelle Gilchrist
Dance Troupe (November 2024 at the BCA) and Abilities Dance (November 2024 at the
Strand). He has served as lighting supervisor for performances by Kyle Abraham/AlM,
Complexions Contemporary Ballet, and Faye Driscoll. Upcoming performances include
Dorrance Dance at the Cutler Majestic, David Dorfman Dance at the ICA, and Jose Mateo Ballet
Theater at the Sanctuary Theater. This summer, Matt will be working with the Barrington Stage
Company as Lighting and Projections Supervisor.

Joanne Caidor (faculty) focuses on making you feel good while doing good. Her education and
training comes from Dean College and the University of Massachusetts Boston, where she
studied Dance and Business Management. Throughout life, Joanne has been a part of
cabarets, musicals, step teams, and more. Her credits involve performance in Jean Appolon
Expressions (a Haitian contemporary), and Street Hype (a hip hop company). She is the director
of Afmohip: a hip hop, African, and modern company. She is also the lead in Haitian folklore
dance troupe Arc-en-ciel. Joanne has been featured in movies and has performed in major
venues such as the Embassy in Washington, DC, Annual Independence Gala in Boston, José
Mateo Ballet Theatre Annual Dance for World Community Festival, Haitian Movie Awards,
Boston City Hall, The Boston Contemporary Dance Festival at the Paramount Center, World of
Dance, French Festival, Prelude Dance, Performing Arts Festival, Boston University Theater,
Annual Haitian Fund Conference, and Hairspray the musical.

Alfonzo ‘Megatron Hunt (guest artist) was born in Mississippi, but raised in Boston, MA. A
true underground street style dancer originating back as far as 1978, he is a self-taught artist
who co-founded one of New England’s original underground Bboy dance crews, the Floorlords,
in 1981. His experiences have taken him all over the globe where he has performed,
showcased, judged and competed against dancers and other underground crews. During the
course of his time in the street dance scene, he has educated and trained hundreds of dancers
in the moves and history of the true Hip-Hop culture, all the while respecting each dancer's own
unique physical ability to incorporate into the fundamentals of the true dance styles of Hip-Hop.
He has been recognized by the dance community as an “OG” and has had the pleasure to
dance, perform, judge, and compete with other legends, like Poppin Pete, Boogaloo Sam, Mr.
Wiggles, Buddha Stretch, Damon Frost, and Jazzy J just to name a few. He is the co-founder of
Boston’s popping training program called “Slaughter House,” where dancers of all ages learn
and train in the style of poppin, developing their foundation and skills in one of hip hop's earliest
forms of street dance.



