
MYER CYKER 

August 23 , 1994 

Interviewer: Steven Cohen Notetaker: Ann Solov Walker 

C3TV, S. Yarmouth, MA 

0:00 min. Born October 10, 1928 in Zololbuman, Poland (Western 
Ukraine). 

Parents were merchants, mother had an all-purpose 
store, father in commodities. Twelve thousand people in 
our town; Ukraines, Czechs, Germans and Jews. Brother 
two years younger. There were two synagogues, a movie 
theater, soccer fields. It was a happy community. We all 
played together, but went to different schools. We spoke 
Russian and Jewish at home. 

In 1937, 1938, and 1939, people were concerned with 
what was happening in Germany. Saw influx of refugees 
from Czechoslovakia. Father one of seven children, 
mother one of twelve. Over 100 relatives. In 1939, 
when the war started with Poland, Russians occupied the 
Western Ukraine. Russians went after merchants. 
Private enterprise was no longer. My parents business 
was liquidated. 

5:00 min. In June, 1941, Germans came into town. We had to 
wear a star on our arm; sometimes on our backs. Could 
not walk on the sidewalk. Saw 150 men shot in the 
valley, some were my uncles. I stayed home, didn't play. 
By July, black uniforms came in and shot down 350 men 
from our town. Building bunkers near railroad station. 
Started labor camp for men and women. Moved people 
out of their homes into ghetto. I had to work with a 25 
pound hammer to break the frozen ground. This 
continued until 1942 when they liquidated the ghetto. 
We heard rumors about the liquidation of the ghetto and 
escaped to the forest. Farmers were our friends. A 
neighbor escaped with us. 

1 



MYER CYKER (continued) 

15:00 min. We stayed two years in the forest until the liberation. 
Farmers helped us out. Hiding in underground bunkers 
and stables with animans. Sometimes we were together 
and sometimes not. We ate what the farmers gave us. 
We hid during the day. Germans were outside the forest 
and the resistance group was in the forest. 

20:00 min. Ukraines killed more than the Germans. We hid in the 
bushes and fields. "It's hard to believe when you have 
fear of death, your strength gets stronger." The girl who 
escaped with us survived, but ended up on a different 
farm. The bunkers were built under the stable. The 
farmers dug for us seven feet, we would sleep on hay. 
They brought us food. We spent months in the bunker. 

30:00 min. We slept, read books. The farmer had two sons and a 
daughter, they told us the news. We knew the Jews 
were being liquidated. After the liberation, one uncle 
escaped and two uncles joined the red army. The rest of 
my family vanished. 

35:00 min. We tried to find our family. Went back to our home and 
it was in excellent condition. German authority was 
living in our home. I went to school with my brother. 
My father had a job in a DP camp in Munich. In 
November, 1947, immigrated to America. 

40:00 min. Germans robbed from everybody. Saw German soldier 
on a motorcycle shoot some kids while playing soccer. 
Saw a beautiful girl raped. There were killings every 
day. All the atrocities by the Germans with the help of 
the local Ukraines. They were just as ruthless. 

45:00 min. Friend still lives in the town. He married a Christian girl. 
My home is still there. 
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50.00 min. In a neighboring town, there is a memorial to the Jews. 

5 5 :00 min. All synagogues are gone. Saw a Nazi pour cement over a 
woman. 

7 5 :00 min. Caring Czechs. 

80:00 min. Germans begged for mercy. Trains went through the 
middle of the forest. Train coming from the west. 
Dynamite the train, didn't reach the front. 

85:00 min. Refugees kept in our house. Organizers of the ghetto. 
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