
Olga Russakovskaya (1961– ) and Serge 
Rekun (1951– ) met in 1983 at Crystal, a 
major microelectronics factory located in 

the center of Kyiv, where they both worked as 
engineers. Olga was from a mixed Jewish-  
Ukrainian family from Kyiv; Serge was from a 
mixed Russian-Ukrainian family from Lviv. Both 
had happy childhoods in their respective home-
towns. Olga recalled that her father, an archi-
tect, built a boat in the courtyard of their apart-
ment building, which the family used to explore 
Ukraine’s riverways during the summer holidays 
until they emigrated to the United States. 

Growing up in the 1970s, Olga heard about the 
plight of Soviet Jews and refuseniks from the 
whispered conversations of her parents. Her 
mother, a psychiatrist, was kicked out of the 
Communist Party when she defended a Jewish 
coworker at a party meeting where the woman 
was being lambasted for allowing her son to  
emigrate to Israel. Because of the troubles that 
befell this family, and in particular their remain-
ing sons, who struggled to �nd work for years 
after, Olga’s parents refused to allow her older 
brother to emigrate when he became the �rst 
member of their family to suggest emigration  
in the late 1970s. At the time, Olga was just  
beginning university studies in Kyiv, and her 
parents were afraid that she would be dismissed 
if her brother emigrated.

When Gorbachev’s reforms eased restrictions 
on emigration in 1988, Olga’s brother and his 
family were �nally able to come to the United 
States. By then, Olga and Serge were also con-
templating emigration. The birth of their son 
earlier that year spurred fears about his future 
well-being . With memories of the Soviet-  
Afghan War still fresh in her mind, Olga worried 
that her son would one day be forced to �ght in 
a war he did not sup port. Additionally, because 
Olga’s mother was a doctor, their family was 
well informed about the deteriorating situation 
in the country in the aftermath of the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster. 

In 1992, Olga and Serge emigrated to the United 
States with their four-year-old son, Olga’s elderly 
parents, and their pet boxer. The family settled 
in Brighton, Massachusetts. Serge had studied 
English in the Soviet Union and quickly found 
work, �rst at Radio Shack and then at Micro 
Center. Olga and her parents struggled, but she 
too eventually found work, �rst as a chemist 
and later as a bioengineer. Their son attended 
Boston Latin School before going on to receive 
a Ph.D. in history.  
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