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prominently in the minds of the earliest
refuseniks, growing disillusionment with

the regime encour aged an increasing
number of Jews to seek exit visas In the
1970s. By the late 1980s, economic con -
cerns spurred by the disintegration of
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the Soviet Union, health concerns in the R
aftermath of the Chernobyl disaster, and 150000
a desire to be reunited with fa mily mem -

bers living abroad encouraged hundreds 50,000
of thousands of Russian-speaking Jews

to emigrate from the Soviet Union and its 0
successor states. From the  Lautenberg C
Amendment’s enactment to the fall of

1999, more than 420,000 refugees from t he Soviet Union and its successor states settled in the
United States. Due to U.S. restrictions and quotas and the relative ease of obtaining visas for Israel,
most Soviet Jews — roughly 1 million — emigrated to Israel. Of them, over 150,000 later emigrated
to the United States.

The Russian Community Association of Massachusetts (RCAM), a self-help organization, was
founded in 1991 to help Russian-speaking refugees resettle in the Boston area.

Gastronome, one of two European food
stores in Lynn, has been serving the
community since 1989.

Courtesy of the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at NEHGS.

To document some of their stories, sta at the Center

for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Salem State
University recorded oral interviews with former im -
migrants who settled in Massachusetts. The following
stories speak to the complexity of life in the Soviet

Union and the immigrant experience. Each person’s
story Is unique, but taken together, they shed light on

the di cult choices immigrants made when they left
everything behind to start over in the United States.
Many were able to restart their careers after overcom -
Ing the challenges of learning a new language and
customs. Others went back to school and earned
additional degrees that enabled them to pursue new
careers. Over time, they purchased homes and opened
businesses. Their remarkable resilience has helped them
— and their children — achieve great successes.

Marina and Boris Khazanov with poet Naum Korzhavin, his wife,
Lyubov Mandel, and friends celebrating the purchase of a new
home in the late 1970s.
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