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People Behind The Parks: The Buffalo Soldiers 
SMS 375- Kyle Medeiros, Cam Greeno, Grady Dick, Trevor Sweener, Timmy Desmond, Ryan Thebado 

Introduction: 

. The Buffalo Soldiers were African 
Americans soldiers who served for the United 
States on the western side of the country 
after the conclusion of the Civil War. 

. The Buffalo Soldiers purpose was to 
prevent thieves from attacking settlers, 
stagecoaches, wagon trains, and railroad 
crews out west. 

. The Buffalo soldiers were also sent out to 
control Native Americans on the plains in 
countless battles. 

. Later in their existence, the Buffalo Soldiers 
had the important task of serving and 
protecting our national parks. They had jobs 
to protect the parks from poachers, wildfires, 
and the wildlife. 

How long they served:

The Buffalo Soldiers served in the U.S. army 
and in our national parks for around nine 
decades. They served from 1866 until around 
the Korean war era. 

Link: https://youtu.be/CObDIK8gS0A

Why were they created?

. The Buffalo soldiers were initially formed to help the U.S. 
congress rebuild the country after the Civil W ar. The 
Buffalo soldiers were tasked with fighting the “Indian 
W ars” on the western front. 

. Thus, in 1866 the Buffalo Soldiers were formed, congress 
originally formed six all-black regiments and four more 
shortly after. 

. The Buffalo soldiers got their name based on their dark 
curly hair which was said to resemble a buffalos coat and 
because of their fierce nature of fighting. 

The Importance of the Buffalo Soldiers:

. The Buffalo Soldiers served as some of the first national 
park rangers in Yosemite and Sequoia National parks 
between 1891 and 1913. 

. They protected the parks from illegal grazing, poachers, 
timber thieves and wildfires. They oversaw construction of 
park buildings and infrastructure, including the first trail to 
the top of Mount W hitney, and the first wagon road into 
Sequoia National park’s renowned Giant Forest.  

. Almost 500 Buffalo Soldiers served as P ark Rangers at 
General Grant National P ark. Their duties, which were the 
same as white regiments, included evicting timber thieves, 
putting out forest fires and building roads and trails.  

. They also served as park rangers in Hawaii and Glacier 
National P arks.

https://youtu.be/CObDIK8gS0A
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