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• Senator Lovely is the Senator for the 2nd Essex District of 
Massachusetts, consisting of Beverly, Salem, Danvers, 
Topsfield, and Peabody.  (Office of Senator Joan B. Lovely, 
n.d.)

• Senator Lovely’s current work includes
• Assistant Majority Leader
• Chair of the Senate Committee on Rules

• Vice Chair of the Senate Committee on Bills in 
the Third Reading

• Bill S.701 was presented by Senator Lovely as an Act to 
provide health insurance coverage for cranial and facial hair 
prosthesis.  Legislation of similar topics have been 
presented in previous sessions and has not yet passed.  The 
importance of this bill is to provide insurance coverage for 
the purchase of cranial and facial hair prosthetics to those 
who suffer hair loss due to Alopecia. 

• Alopecia is an autoimmune disease which results in hair 
loss. Currently many healthcare insurance plans do not 
cover cranial scalp hair prosthetics for patients with 
Alopecia. 

• The passing of Bill S.701 will have a positive impact on the 
lives of people suffering from Alopecia by improving their 
mental health and issues with body image through increased 
accessibility to cranial hair prosthetics.
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The Massachusetts State House where the internship was 
located.

RESULTS CONCLUSIONS

The creation and distribution of the fact sheet 
demonstrated that…
• The fact sheet informed our audience. One individual 

explained, “I was unaware that Alopecia was an 
autoimmune disease before reading the fact sheet.” 
Another student had said, “The fact sheet helped me 
understand the impact  Alopecia has on someone’s mental 
health”.

• The fact sheet was a successful tool in advocating for 
Alopecia and the importance of Bill S.701.
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• To create an informational fact sheet that provides insight 
on the prevalence of Alopecia in Massachusetts

• To advocate and educate MA communities on the 
importance of the implementation of Bill S.701 in 
Massachusetts by distributing said fact sheet.
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• The most common type of alopecia, “Alopecia areata is a 
disease that happens when the immune system attacks hair 
follicles and causes hair loss” (US Department of Health 
and Human Services, 2021, para.1).

• “Alopecia areata affects males and females in equal 
numbers. It may appear at any age, but most typically 
begins during childhood” (National Organization for Rare 
Disorders, n.d., para.9). 

• “There are approximately 2.5 million individuals in the 
United States affected by alopecia areata” (National 
Organization for Rare Disorders, n.d., para.9).

Fact sheets arrive at the 
State House for 
distribution!

• As of April 21, 2022,  Bill S.701 is with the Committee 
on Senate Ways and Means after being reported 
favorably by the Senate committee on Health Care 
Financing.

40 
members 
of the MA 

senate

Reached an 
audience of 1000+ 
social media users

30+ SSU 
students

Fact sheet distribution:

(Serreze, 2021).
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