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Social messaging vs. family messaging in the Afro-Latinx
community and its influence on identity: Why it should
matter to everyone?



We are Salem State University students who want to tell

you why IT MATTERS. We spent all semester learning about

the Afro-Latinx community in the United States and also in

some other countries. We learned the history, the issues

that Afro-Latinx identifying people face in society today,

what it all means/what we can do about it. We will be

providing you with facts about Afro-Latinx peoples and

their identity issues, personal stories and reasons why this

issues should matter to everyone. The authors of this zine

are Trevon, Hillary, Janiah and Brianha. We dedicate this

project to anybody struggling with finding their identity, as

well as our Professor Dr. Neenah Estrella-Luna.
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PEW RESEARCH CEN?ER

About six-in-ten U.S. Hispanic adults (58%) say they have eacperienced
discrimination or been ri~eated unfairly because of their race or ethnicity, though
their experiences vary by skin color, according to a recently released Pets• Research
Center survey.

Latinos with darker skin are more likely than those with lighter skin to report a
specific incident of discrimination



"i was afraid to bring him to my house, abuela always told me

not to bring negras home:'

HE WAS THE LOVE DF MY LIfE, OR SO I THOUGHT. NE TOLD ME HE LOVED ME AND I BELIEVED HIM. NE

STANDS AT 6'S AND WAS THE STAR Of THE BASKETBALL TEAM. HIS [OMPLERION WAS THE PERfE(T

AMOUNT Of MELANIN.HE WAS PUEflTO flILAN BUT NE WAS DARKER THAN ME. ON WELD, WNO CARES

ABDUT THAT SORT Of THINGS E~[EPT, MY FAMILY LARED. THEY CARED ABOUT WHO WAS MY FRIEND,

WHD WAS MY BOYFRIEND, OR SIMPLY WHO I DECIDED TO HANG OUT WITH. NO MATTER THE

(IRfUMSTANfE THE RULES REMAINED THE SAME. THE DARKER THE SKIN, THE MORE DANGEROUS THEY

WERE. OR SO I WAS TAUGHT. I AM AN AfflO-LATINA, MY SKIN [OMPLE~ION IS DARKER THAN SOME

OTHERS IN MY FAMILY AND MY CURLS SPEAK VOLUMES. I ACKNOWLEDGE MY RA(IAl BAfKGROUND

AND YET I WAS STILL AFRAID. I WAS AFRAID TO BRING HIM TO MY HOUSE, ABUELA ALWAYS TOLD ME

NOT TO BRING NEGRAS NOME. I AM NOT SURE If SHE WAS IGNORANT OR ARROGANT BECAUSE Of HER

PEACHY SKIN TONE. EITHER WAY, I LISTENED. THE VAIUES YOUR FAMILY TEA[HES YOU AT A YOUNG AGE

MAY STILK FDR LIFE. AND THIS ONE SURE DID. I DIDN'T REALLY UNDERSTAND IT BUT I COULD NOT

PROPERLY COVE THE BOY Of MY DREAMS BECAUSE OF THE THINGS THE WORLD AROUND ME WANTED ME

TO BELIEVE. EVEN ON SOLIAL MEDIA I WOULD SEE MEMES ABOUT IATINA WOMEN BEING WITH A

BALK MAN. SOMETIMES THEY LALLED THEM MONKEYS. I HAD TO LOOK IN THE FACES Of THESE PEOPLE

ON MY SCREEN AND SEE THE LOVE Of MY LIFE IN THEIR REfLE[TION. HOW (AN I RUN FROM

SOMEONE BE[AUSE Of WHAT EVERYONE ELSE WAS TELLING MEN HOW DOES HIS DARKER SKIN MAKE NIM

MORE OF A "NAIGRD"~ HOW [AN MY ANCESTORS BE JUST AS BLALK AS US ALl AND YET HE NAS TO LIVE

WITH THE STEREOTYPES. THIS (HANGED THE WAY I SEE THE ENTIRE WORD. I WqS CONFUSED ON WHAT

IT REALLY MEANTTO BE AN AfRO-IATINA. DO I FIT INTO THIS GROUPT~"



Why does family messaging vs social messaging in the
Afro-Latinx community tnntter to you?

Today, the U.S is experiencing its second wave of immigration
that is confronting complex and deeply ingrained ethnic and
racial divisions. This wave will test the "melting pot" so that this
country can transform people of every color and background
into "one America". The country you are living in will either
continue to fracture into many disconnected communities or
perhaps it will evolve into something else. What was your
impact?

We learn about Americans, now it's time you learn
about the Afro-Latinx!

The immigrants of today come not from Europe but from the
still developing world of Asia and Latin America. They are the
leaders of shift that will not allow one ethnic group to comprise a
majority of the nation's population. Everyone matters, it is time
to act in this way.



In the U.S., Latinos with Caribbean roots are

more likely to identify as Afro-Latino or

Afro-Caribbean than those with roots elsewhere

~34~ versus 22%, respectively)

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/03/01/afro-lati

no-a-deeply-rooted-identity-among-u-s-his~anics/

On a podcast I like to listen to called is the mic still

on there is a host fefo who doesn't consider himself black

episode is called "Black Passing" . His grandparents are

black but they were originally from Cuba. so he consider

himself Cuban because his parents raised him Cuban

traditions. He doesn't think He should be able to use the N

word even though he is just as black as the other host he is

doing the hip hop show with.

https://open.s~otify.com/episode/1vAkLezwPXlS7ImOwcdH

r6



"Sometimes You never question your identity until
someone or people do it for you. "

'"I WqS WORKING A 13-HOUR SHIfT AT WALMART AND ONE Of MY COWORKERS ASKED

ME If I SPEAK SPANISH I SAID NO AND ASKED WHYS MY fOWORKER TOLD ME I LOOKED
DOMINIfAN AND HE FIGURED I MUST BE ABLE TO SPEAK ANOTHER LANGUAGE BEMUSE
HE THINKS I'M FROM A LAND I KNOW NOTHING ABOUT. I TOLD NIM I AM NOT FROM
THE D~ AND THEN HE TOLD ME HE THOUGHT HE HAD FOUND SOMEONE TO UNDERSTAND

HIM. I TOLD HIM WE FAN STILL BE FRIENDS AND HE THEN TOLD ME AT LEAST YOU STILL
(AN UNDERSTAND BEING B~A(K IN AMERI[A. IT MADE ME FEEL HAPPY BUT UPSET AT

THE SAME TIME BELAUSE I MADE A NEW FRIEND IN MY [OWORKER, BUT HE MADE IT

SEEM THAT BEING Of COLOR IN AMERICA IS A BAD THING."



"Putting people down or mistreating them due to skin tone,
ethnicity, religion, language, sexuality or anything else Is
morally wrong_:'

"ONE TIME, ON MY OWN (OLIEGE CAMPUS, MY ROOMMATE AND HER FRIENDS WERE WALKING OUT
Of OUR APARTMENT AND THERE WERE PEOPLE HANGING OUT JUST OUTSIDE Of THE BUILDING. MY
ROOMMATE AND HER FRIENDS ALL IDENTIFY AS A PUERTO RILAN, AND THEY BOOK IT, WITN THEIR
BEAUTIFUL SKIN AND NAIR. ANYWAY, AS THEY WERE WALKING OUT, I BELIEVE IT WAS FOOTBALL
SEASON AND THE PATRIOTS WERE PLAYING SO THESE PEOPLE WERE OUTSIDE CELEBRATING. OUT Of A
SMAIL GROUP OF PEOPLE. ONE WNITE MALE STUCK UP NIS NAND FOR A NIGH FIVE AS AS MY
800MMATE AND HER FRIENDS WALKED OUT THE DOOR AND PAST TNEM ON THE SIDEWALK TO GET TO
THE PARKING LOT. THE TWO Of HER FRIENDS DID NOT ALKNOWLEDGE NIM BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT HE
WAS DRUNK OR JUST BEING SILLY OR JUST SIMPLY DID NOT SEE HIM. MY ROOMMATE HIGH FIVES HIM
AS SHE PASSED NIM BUT HE WAS ALREADY UPSET AND SAI~OMETNING AIONG THE LINES Of "OH
AIRIGNT I SEE HDW IT IS, JUST GO BA[K TO GUATEMALA THEN""THERE WAS NO REASON FOR NIM TO
SAY ANYTHING LIKE THAT, IT IS EVEN WORSE THAT NE ASSUMED WHERE THEY WERE FROM BASED ON
HOW THEY LOOK BEMUSE HE WAS WRONG. NE ALSO LLEARIY DID NOT TAKE INTO (ONSIDERATIDN THEIR
f EELINGS AND NOW OFFENSIVE WHAT HE SAID WAS, ALL BECAUSE THEY DID NOT GIVE HIM AN
AWKWARD HIGH FIVE. IT IS NOT LIKE THEY WERE FRIENDS OR ANYTHING, IT WAS RANDOM GUY AND
THEY ARE NOT OBLIGATED TO ESPE[IALLY IF NE WAS INTOXI[ATED IT MAKES THEM WANT TO f LEE
MORE. IT IS ATTITUDES LIKE THIS THAT ARE THE PROBLEM. I fANNOT BELIEVE SOMEONE WOULD SAY
THAT BUT I KNOW WORSE HAS BEEN SGID.WHY MAKE SOMEONE FEEL BAD ABOUT SOMETHING THfY
fAN'T [NANGE~ If YOU DO NOT LIKE IT BEING DONE TO YOU BY OTHERS, THEN WHY DO IT TO OTHfRS~
I WISH THEY WOULD NAVE RE(IPRO[ATED BUT THEY DID NOT WASTE THEIR TIME ON HIM. SPEAKING
OUT AGAINST MIfftOAGGRESSIONS LIKE THIS IS ONE Of THE MANY FIRST STEPS IT WILL TAKE TO
CHANGE THINGS."



Why does family messaging vs social messaging in the

Afro-Latinx community matter to you?

Why should family and social messaging having an affect o
n

Afro-Latinx person's identity matter to everyone? The reas
ons

are not as apparent for some but here it is spelt out for yo
u. Even

if you are not a part of the Afro-Latinx community you s
hould

care about what affects their identity because everyone in
 the

U.S or other countries create their own society. Everyone is
 part

of the same society, maybe not community, but society and 
that

affects everyone. So, taking positive action in assisting some
one

in finding their identity would be a lot more helpful then
 not

caring at all just because that is not how you personally iden
tify.

As well as changing the social messaging that people in our

society receive, which could affect or (if it happened earlier
 or

even if it happened in the long run) change family messag
ing too.

That would also have an impact on everyone, not just

Afro-Latinx.

We learn about Americans, now it's time you learn

about the Afro-Latinx !

Please be mindful about what is going on in our society and the

world, it is not just all projected into everything we see. In fa
ct, it

is easier to not think about it and do nothing, but it is harder
 for

people to care and make changes. Obviously, people caring is
 not

the only part of the solution, it is a long road to recovery and
 will

take a lot more work than that. But it has to start somewhere
.

Educate yourself, get involved and then pass on that knowled
ge

to others and get them involved, you can make a bigger wave

than you think ! r ~ r ~ ~



-Photo by Julienne Gage

hops://www.chicagotribune.com/voice-it/ct-hov-bringing-attentio

n-to-what-s-between-the-lines-the-afro-latins-community-in-chic

ago-20180507-storv.html

"In a survey conducted by the Pew Research Center in 2oi6 —which focused

on Afro-Latinx for the first time in history— it was reported that z4% of

Latinos, almost a quarter of the 57 million, identified as Afro-Latinos,
Afro-Caribbean or of African descent, but only i8% said they were Black,

24% identified as Hispanics and the majority, 39% said they identify as

white. That is perhaps an example of the convoluted nature of identity

hanging on the Latinx population" (Chicago Tribune).

Having this blockage where you don't know what to identify can cause

confi~sion within yourself. This ends up affecting your life and your families

as well. Embracing your different roots will grow strength and build

relations among communities. People will learn to love their different roots

and not allow society and even family determine what they can and can not

embrace.



"Trying to fit in is hard, whether it's Your skin tone,
ethnicity, religion, language, sexuality or anything
else. "

~ '"MY FAMILY IS FROM BRG?IL, BORN AND RAISED, INfLUDING MYSELF. NOW If YOU

WERE TO ASK ONE Of US OR EVEN MY UN[LES AND AUNTS WHO ARE MU(H DARKER IN

SKIN.If THEY ARE AfRI(AN THEY WOULD MOST LIKELY TELL YOU N0. IT'S NOT BECAUSE

WE DON"T WANT TO AL[EPT THE FACT THAT WE BRAZILIANS AftE DESfENDANTS Of

~ AFRICANS, IT'S SIMPLY BELAUSE WE DON'T FEEL fOMfORTABLE IDENTIFYING AS ONE.

~ AFRICANS EKPERIEN(E SO MANY DIFFERENT THINGS THAN BRAZILIANS DO AND THAT

GOES FOR MANY OTHER ETHNI(ITIES. BUT BEING AWARE THAT MY FAMILY AND I ARE

DESfENDANTS Of AfRI[ANS IT MAKES IT EASIER FOR ME TO EMBRA[E THAT SIDE. THERE

WERE TIMES WHERE I DIDN'T NECESSARILY FIT IN BUT LEARNING MORE ABOUT OTHER

LULTURES AND LEARNING WHERE BRAlILIANS CAME FROM HELPED ME OPEN MY EYES.

SOCIETY TENDS TO SHUT DOWN OTHERS FOR TRYING TO EMBRACE A PART Of THEM THAT

THEY NEVER EMBRAfED BEFORE AND FAMILY [AN ALSO DO THE SAME. MY MOTHER USED

TO LOVE STRAIGHTENING MY HAIR, OR EVEN NOW MY FAMILY THINK I LOOK BETTER

WHEN MY NAIR IS STRAIGHTENED BUT I LOVE MY HAIR WHEN IT'S NATURAL. BUT I

GREW TO LOVE MY HAIR IN EITHER FORM AND TO NOT LET THAT IDENTIFY WNO I AM
IN MY [OMMUNITY.'~
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